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 Title: God will be Honored – Part 1 
 Text: 1 Samuel 2:12-36 

 Purpose Statement:  I want God’s People to see Him  and grow through 
 Old Testament narratives. 

 Introduction 
 This  introduction  will  differ  in  nature  from  a  typical  sermon  introduction.  As  you  know, 
 the  purpose  of  an  introduction  is  to  bring  the  congregation  to  the  text.  It  is  to  raise 
 interest  and  make  what  is  about  to  be  discovered  from  the  passage  attractive  and 
 thereby create a sense of anticipation for listening and receiving. 

 But  for  this  message  I  have  a  two-fold  goal  in  introducing  and  preaching  this  specific 
 message. 

 First,  which  is  always  the  main  purpose  of  preaching,  is  to  expose  you  to  the  text  (what 
 does  God  say?),  explain  the  text  accurately  and  clearly  (what  does  God  mean  by  what 
 He  says?)  and  exhort  you  to  use,  by  practically  applying,  the  truths  discovered  in  and 
 drawn  from  the  text  (what  does  God  require  of  me…how  does  God  want  me  to  change 
 my thinking and living?). 

 Now  by  way  of  a  typical  introduction  comes  the  challenge  to  do  what  God  says,  the  way 
 He  says  or  else  hard,  and  possibly  devastating,  consequences  will  result.  God  is  to  be 
 honored  by  respecting  His  word.  God  and  His  word  are  to  be  taken  seriously.  He 
 desires  and  deserves  honor  in  how  you  go  about  accomplishing  what  He  requires  of 
 you. 

 Did  God  get  what  He  deserved  from  the  characters  in  this  text?  If  so,  how  were  they 
 blessed…if  not,  what  consequences  did  they  experience?  This  pattern  should  arrest 
 your attention and be a powerful motivating influence as you go about living your life. 

 Second,  there  is  a  broader  purpose  for  introducing  this  message.  That  purpose  is  to 
 teach  and  demonstrate  to  you  a  way  to  approach,  read,  study  and  extract  truth  from  an 
 Old Testament narrative portion of scripture. 

 To  accomplish  this  goal,  the  following  basic  components  must  be  established.  They 
 must  become  the  controlling  questions  to  ask  as  you  move  through  the  narratives  of 
 scripture. 

 These  may  be  helpful  in  other  genres  of  biblical  literature  but  are  essential  for  work  in 
 the longer, more extended narrative sections. 

 We  begin  with  an  overarching,  non-negotiable,  absolute;  presupposition 
 statement…  The  Bible  is  a  God-centered  Book.  If  this  is  true,  and  it  is,  how  does  that 
 affect our approach to OT narratives? 
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 This means at least 4 things: 

 1.  God  is  the  main  character  in  the  text  so  I  need  to  be  asking…  What  is  God  doing? 
 With  each  passage,  you  must  try  to  understand  the  actions  of  the  main  character, 
 God. 

 2.  God  is  the  main  subject  of  the  text  so  I  need  to  be  asking…  What  is  God  revealing 
 about  Himself?  God  is  the  main  body  of  information  communicated  in  the  bible  so 
 what  is  He  teaching  me  about  Himself?  Who  is  He?  What  is  His  character?  What  is 
 His  relationship  to  His  people?  What  attributes  of  God  are  being  displayed  in  the 
 story? 

 3.  God  is  the  Author  of  the  text  so  I  need  to  be  asking…  What  is  God  teaching  me?  God 
 wrote  the  bible  with  design,  purpose  and  intent  so  what  lessons,  principles, 
 challenges,  reproofs,  commands,  etc.  does  He  want  me  to  learn  and  live  by?  How 
 am I to change? 

 4.  God  is  the  ultimate  authority  and  The  One  to  Whom  I  am  accountable  so  I  need  to  be 
 asking…  What is God requiring of me? 

 The  text/narrative  under  consideration  here  will  be  approached  and  outlined  using  these 
 four  points/questions.  We  want  to  exegete  the  truths  and  be  expositional  in  our 
 presentation.  But  we  must  understand  the  nature  of  the  literature  we  are  dealing  with 
 and  thus,  draw  out  (exegete)  truth  a  little  differently  than  a  compact  epistle.  Once  that  is 
 accomplished,  we  present  it  in  an  organized,  systematic  way.  Plus,  we  caution  against 
 allegorizing the narrative. 

 The  Bible  is  about  God…but  it  is  to  you.  Preaching  must  connect  these  two.  You 
 preach  from  the Bible,  about  God and what He requires,  to  His people  with  authority. 

 Let  me  also  say  something  that  is  probably  apparently  obvious.  Old  Testament 
 narratives  are  not  merely  stories  for  entertainment.  They  are  TRUTH.  Truth  presented  in 
 a  unique  way—principles  and  examples.  These  principles  and  examples  must  be 
 studied and distilled into accurate, clear and binding truths to be obeyed. 

 Let’s begin by asking the first question… 

 I.  What is God Doing? 
 A.  God is blessing those who honor Him. 2:18-21, 26 

 Obviously,  your  circumstances  will  differ  from  Hannah  and  your  specific  situation  will 
 vary from another’s…but the point is the same. God honors those who honor Him. 

 The  unnamed  messenger  (a  man  of  God  v.  27a)  clearly  points  this  out  to  Eli  and  to  you 
 v. 30b. 

 In  this  text  of  wickedness,  God  brings  this  young  boy  and  his  mother  up  for 
 examination…to  contrast  with  the  wickedness  of  the  day  and  to  emphasize  this  very 
 “hope-filled” truth—honor God and He will honor you! 
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 God  heard  and  responded  with  compassion  the  prayer  of  a  lady  who  was  humble  and 
 desperate. 

 God  delights  in  His  people  coming  to  Him,  broken,  weary,  humble,  distressed,  and  in 
 despair.  This  display  of  Hannah  and  Samuel  is  like  a  refreshing  oasis  in  the  midst  of 
 wickedness and spiritual barrenness. 

 God  is  actively,  providentially,  purposefully  and  unquestionably  blessing  those  who 
 honor  Him.  You  know  how  she  honored  her  Lord  in  chapter  1.  You  know  how  she 
 praised her Lord in chapter 2:1-10. Now…what is her Lord doing for her? 

 What  hope…what  encouragement…what  strength…what  help…what  confidence  can  be 
 drawn from this point! 

 Do  you  need  this?  Does  your  spouse  need  this?  Do  you  have  folks  you  are  shepherding 
 who  need  this?  Give  it  to  them!  Application  questions  can  be  asked  throughout.  Ask 
 questions  to  stir  the  thoughts  of  your  people,  pastor.  You  want  immediate  attention  to  be 
 given to the truths you are presenting. 

 B.  God  is  pulling  back  the  curtain  and  showing  you  the 
 wickedness  of  men,  even  the  ones  who  are  supposed  to  be 
 godly. 2:12 

 God  is  uncovering  and  revealing  the  despicable  condition  of  the  leadership  in  Israel.  He 
 is  clearly  showing  you  the  reality  of  this  house.  This  is  the  basis  of  God’s  soon-to-come 
 actions. 

 These are Eli’s sons but we are told from the beginning  they did not know the LORD. 

 God  does  not  hide  the  ugliness  of  life’s  realities.  He  does  not  try  to  cover  up  the  scenes 
 of,  what  we  may  think  of  as,  embarrassment  to  God.  He  is  not  ashamed  to  show  you 
 His  people  at  their  worst.  By  the  same  token,  He  is  not  hesitant  to  show  Himself  as  the 
 God of justice, vengeance, holiness and wrath. 

 These  behind-the-curtain  looks  are  not  arbitrarily  added  for  filler…they  are  purposeful 
 as we shall see. 

 C.  God  is  announcing  judgment  on  the  sinfulness  of  Eli  and  his 
 two sons. 2:27-34 

 This  announcement  is  based  on  what  was  disclosed  in  the  last  point.  God  does  not  act 
 arbitrarily.  He  does  not  deal  with  sin  in  thoughtless  ways.  He  is  just  and  acts 
 accordingly. God directly connects His judgment with their sin. 

 The  choice  you  make  by  your  actions,  in  a  way,  determines  God’s  actions  toward  you. 
 God  gives  options  with  consequences.  He  says  choose  obedience  and  be 
 blessed…choose  disobedience  and  be  cursed  (Deuteronomy  11:26-28).  God’s  word  is 
 determinative…  it  matters  how  you  respond  to  it.  There  are  consequential  results.  How 
 you respond to it determines God’s response to you. 
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 Point:  this  is  not  manipulation  …  God  isn’t  merely  reacting  to  man.  This  is  the 
 anthropomorphic  way  of  saying  there  are  a  set  of  laws  that  are  at  work  here  –  sowing 
 and reaping. 

 This  announcement  is  initiated  by  a  reminder  of  God’s  gracious  choice  of  Eli’s  father’s 
 house to serve as priest vv. 27, 28. 

 This  judgment  is  the  result  of  a  total  disregard  of  God’s  commands,  instructions  and 
 directions regarding method of worship, portions to be taken, etc. 

 It  was  a  total  disregard  of  God  Himself  and  His  right  to  be  worshipped…the  way  He 
 established. 

 God is showing you His attitude and actions toward those who disregard Him! 

 What  is  your  attitude  toward  God?  What  is  your  attitude  toward  His  word…His 
 commands? 

 D.  God is putting down and setting up. 2:35 
 God  is  in  the  process  of  replacing  a  man  who  does  not  honor  God  with  a  man  who  will 
 honor  Him.  The  one  who  honors  God  is  the  one  who  knows  God’s  heart…as  it  is 
 revealed in the scripture. 

 E.  God sends a man to speak  for Him  2:27 
 God  is  not  communicating  personally  to  Eli  anymore…why  should  He?  Eli  refused  to 
 honor  it  by  disregarding  it.  Chapter  3:1  says  there  was  no  “open  vision.”  This  is  a 
 reference  to  God’s  revelation  being  cut  off  from  His  priest.  God  had  stopped  speaking. 
 Eli is considered unworthy to receive God’s message. 

 This is something God IS NOT doing that is significant and conspicuous. 

 God’s silence is deafening! 

 Sin tends to silence God to you. 

 How  devastating  would  this  be  to  go  to  the  word  of  God  one  day,  wanting  wisdom  on  an 
 urgent matter and finding the pages blank? 

 When  God  withholds  His  word,  it  is  a  sign  of  displeasure  (See  1  Samuel  14:37;  Psalm 
 74:9; Lamentations 2:9; Amos 8:11, 12). 

 F.  God confronts a spiritual leader. 2:27ff 
 The  leadership  is  not  the  exception  to  the  rule.  Everyone  lives  by  the  same  standard. 
 Everyone is equally accountable. No one gets a pass. 

 God  is  active  in  this  narrative.  He  is  ordering  events  and  making  Himself  known.  He  is 
 not  merely  behind  the  scenes  as  a  passive  observer.  He  is  intimately  and  personally 
 involved. 

 He is just as intimately involved in your life. 
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 To  this  point,  we  have  only  discovered  what  God  is  doing.  Are  you  troubled,  convicted, 
 rebuked…maybe  even  fearful  as  you  see  God  acting  according  to  His  nature  toward 
 men  who  have  snubbed  Him,  rejected  His  word,  disregarded  Him  and  refused  to  give 
 Him the honor and worship He deserves? 

 Pastor,  at  this  point,  you  could  conclude  with  a  couple  application  questions.  If  your 
 time  was  limited  and  you  wanted  to  move  a  little  slower  through  this  rich  text;  you  could 
 use  each  of  these  four  questions  to  craft  a  separate  message  (with  a  new  purpose 
 statement,  new  introduction  and  conclusion;  but  this  may  allow  you  to  squeeze  mush 
 more  from  the  passage  for  your  people.  This  is  another  reason  you  must  know  your 
 flock  well).  If  you  did,  you  would  need  to  maintain  the  continuity  of  the  entire  passage  by 
 a bit of review each time. 

 There  is  much  here  to  grasp.  It  is  rich,  it  is  about  God,  it  is  for  you.  Don’t  neglect  to 
 recognize  how  much  you  have  to  draw  on  for  your  own  personal  benefit  as  well  as  that 
 of your flock. Don’t rush. Be diligent to prepare well; give them all God has for them! 

 II.  What is God revealing about Himself? 
 A.  God reveals His  goodness  to Hannah. 2:21 

 Did God owe Hannah anything? 

 Did Hannah deserve what she got? 

 Would  God  have  been  good  had  He  not  answered  Hannah’s  prayer  in  chapter  one  as 
 He did or had He not given her the children she has here? 

 Do  you  determine  how  good  God  is  by  how  He  adjusts  to  your  plans  and  wants?  Do  you 
 struggle  with  confessing  and  seeing  His  goodness  to  you?  Do  you  neglect  seeing  what 
 is  obvious  because  you  are  focused  on  what  you  didn’t  get  that  you  concluded  you 
 deserved? 

 God  is  good.  In  this  situation  (chapter  one),  it  happens  to  be  displayed  in  a  very  kind 
 and generous answer to prayer…and here with multiple children. 

 B.  God reveals His  mercy  and  faithfulness  to His people.  2:18, 26 
 Even in judgment God is  merciful. 

 And  though  His  revelation  is  cut  off  temporarily…yet  He  remains  faithful  to  communicate 
 to  His  people.  He  has  made  some  promises.  Faithfulness  is  God’s  commitment  to 
 always do what He said He would do in His word. 

 God  will  not  leave  His  people  without  direction.  God  will  not  desert  His  people  because 
 His priest turned out to be unqualified. God is raising up a man—Samuel. 

 As  the  sons  of  Eli  were  living  wickedly  and  Eli  the  priest  was  becoming  more  and  more 
 apathetic  and  disconnected  from  the  service  of  the  temple,  God  was  in  the  process  of 
 preparing  a  lady  (Hannah)  who  was  tortured  by  another  (Peninnah)  and  misunderstood 
 by her husband (Elkanah). 
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 Out  of  desperation  she  cried  out  to  God  and  God  have  her  a  son.  Little  did  she  know  at 
 that  time  he  would  be  the  man  to  replace  a  disqualified  leader…all  she  wanted  was  a 
 son  to  give  back  to  God  as  a  servant.  Her  request  was  passionate  yet  simple…God  had 
 bigger things planned that she imagined…He is good! 

 C.  God reveals His  judgment  and His  holiness.  2:13-17,  25, 30 
 His  holiness  (displayed  in  His  personal  perfection  and  purity  and  practically  in  requiring 
 his  people  to  comply  with  His  word)  is  ignored  and  disregarded—we  will  do  things  our 
 own way v. 13-17. 

 God gave a procedure for offerings—Deuteronomy 18:3; Leviticus 7:28-34. 

 How God designed the procedure was no secret. It was to be respected and followed! 

 The  violation  of  His  established  procedure  triggered  His  judgment  vv.25,  30ff;  (See  4:11 
 as another consequence). 

 Remember the determinative nature of God’s word. 

 D.  God reveals His  jealousy.  2:29, 30 
 This  is  a  point  easily  missed.  Maybe  it  is  noticed  but  not  with  the  impact  and  attention  it 
 deserves. 

 God  makes  a  huge  issue  out  of  Eli’s  choice  to  place  his  sons  above  Him.  How  did  that 
 look in Eli’s life? 

 He  allowed  them  to  get  by  with  disobedience!  This  is  clear  from  the  text.  He  allowed 
 them to disregard God’s word and disrespect him as their father/priest. 

 God  is  to  be  preeminent.  He  is  to  be  your  number  one  priority.  He  takes  a  back  seat  to 
 no one. He is jealous of His honor in every situation and in everyone’s life. 

 You honor your sons above me—your children are not more important than me! 

 When  your  child  needs  discipline…what  do  you  do?  Do  you  honor  God  or  them?  (See 
 Proverbs 13:24; Hebrews 12:5-11) 

 When  your  child  is  manipulative…what  do  you  do?  Do  you  honor  God  or  them?  Do  they 
 get their way (thus ignoring your word to them) by clever distractions? 

 When  your  child  has  heard  from  one  parent…what  do  you  do?  Do  you  show  parental 
 unity or do you reverse the directive? 

 God deserves respect, honor, and obedience. No exceptions! 

 E.  God reveals His  sovereignty.  2:35 
 Psalm  115:3  says:  our  God  is  in  the  heavens:  He  hath  done  whatsoever  He  hath 
 pleased. 

 He is in control. 
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 This  control  is  not  arbitrary  or  capricious.  He  is  not  irrational.  He  is  not  given  to  sudden, 
 whimsical  or  unprincipled  change.  He  is  proactive…not  impulsively  and  thoughtlessly 
 reactive. 

 His  sovereign  control  is  governed  by  divine  wisdom  and  purpose  and 
 accomplished by omnipotent, unstoppable power. 

 He is the God Who sets up and takes down. He is Almighty God! 

 He  is  the  God  of  “life  reversals”  (2:4ff).  God  can,  and  often  does,  reverse  situations  at 
 will, at once and for His glory. 

 God  and  the  priest  should  be  “on  the  same  page”.  God  demonstrates  that  He  does  not 
 take  the  same  attitude  about  sin  as  Eli.  When  your  view  and  God’s  view  are  at  odds,  it 
 is dangerous for you. 

 This  is  huge  in  counseling  …  negotiate  agendas,  make  sure  both  disciple  and 
 disciple-maker (representing God and His word) have the same agenda! 

 He  is  sovereign.  He  has  the  will,  wisdom  and  power  to  pull  off  His  pronouncements 
 (See 2:34 and 4:11). 

 What  has  God  revealed  to  you  about  Himself  in  this  short  narrative?  He  is  good, 
 merciful, faithful, just, holy, jealous and sovereign. 

 What should be your response to all this? The last point clearly instructs. 

 F.  God reveals His  worthiness to be worshiped. 
 This is overarching throughout. He is worthy of, and demands, worship. 

 It is clear that worship is not going on and God is angry about that (v. 13-17). 

 It  is  clear  that  Eli  has  redirected  his  object  of  worship  to  his  sons  (v.29)  and  God  is  angry 
 about that. His sons became his idol. 

 It  is  clear  that  the  people  in  general  have  abandoned  proper  worship  (v.17b,  24b)  and 
 God is angry about that. 

 Eli  and  his  sons  are  getting  what  they  think  they  deserve,  but  no  one  is  giving  God  what 
 he  truly  deserves…WORSHIP.  He  is  not  being  viewed  and  treated  at  the  level  of  His 
 true worth! 

 God  is  not  in  the  shadows.  He  is  clearly  seen.  He  is  evident  in  His  actions  and  through 
 His revealed word, but He is disrespected, ignored and disregarded. 

 Conclusion 
 Is that true in your life? Is He disrespected, disregarded or passively ignored? 

 Do  you  fail  to  see  clearly  His  goodness,  mercy,  faithfulness,  jealousy,  justice,  holiness 
 and sovereignty? 

 Do you assume you  deserve better  than you have? 
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 Do you chaff at the thought of honoring God by  subordination  to His word? 

 Do  you  place  your  family…your  work…your  hobby…your  interest  or  yourself  in  general 
 above  God? 

 Are you able to  identify, point out to your family  and rejoice in  the attributes of God? 

 Do you believe He is the only One worthy of your worship? 

 God is active and is revealing Himself…what will you do about that today? 
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 Title: God will be Honored – Part 2 
 Text: 1 Samuel 2:12-36 

 Purpose Statement:  I want God’s People to see Him  and grow through 
 Old Testament narratives. 

 Introduction 
 Last  time  we  were  challenged  by  what  God  was  doing  as  the  main  character  of  the 
 passage  and  by  what  He  was  revealing  about  Himself  as  the  main  subject  of  the 
 passage. 

 We  learned  that  God  is  honoring  those  who  honor  Him,  showing  wickedness  and  the 
 consequences,  putting  down  and  setting  up,  withholding  His  word  and  confronting  a 
 spiritual leader. 

 We  learned  that  God  is  good,  merciful,  faithful,  just,  holy,  jealous,  sovereign  and  worthy 
 to be worshipped. 

 Why  review?  Because  I  am  not  only  attempting  to  introduce  a  new  passage  but,  and 
 maybe  for  my  own  personal/pastoral  purpose,  more  importantly  I’m  teaching  you  how  to 
 read and study the O.T. narratives for profit. 

 By way of review…the Old Testament narratives should be approached as follows: 

 First  this  powerful  presupposition  must  be  established—  the  Bible  is  a  God-centered 
 Book. 

 This means at least 4 things. 

 1.  God is the main character in the text so I need to be asking… 

 What is God Doing? 

 2.  God is the main subject of the text so I need to be asking… 

 What is God revealing about Himself? 

 3.  God is the Author of the text so I need to be asking… 

 What is God teaching me? 

 4.  God  is  the  ultimate  Authority  and  The  One  to  Whom  I  am  accountable  so  I  need  to  be 
 asking… 

 What is God requiring of me? 

 Lives  are  challenged  and  changed  by  the  actions  and  character  (questions  1  &  2)  of 
 God. You saw this last time. 

 This  time  you  will  discover  specific  truths  and  requirements  (questions  3  &  4)  that,  too, 
 will challenge and change your life…for His glory. 
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 The next question to guide our discovery is… 

 III.  What is God teaching? 
 A.  God is offended when His word is disobeyed. 2:12ff 

 The  following  passages  are  important  because  they  have  direct  impact  on  the  passage 
 at hand. God’s directions were abundantly clear! 

 Deuteronomy 18:3 

 Leviticus 7:28-36 

 The  actions  of  Eli’s  sons  were  highhanded—in  your  face!  They  acted  carelessly, 
 thoughtlessly,  and  presumptuously  with  impudence.  They  could  not  have  been  any 
 more brazen. 

 If anyone knew how the process was to be done it was these men. 

 God is offended when  custom  (v.13) replaces  commands. 

 Verse 15 of 1 Samuel 2 was a direct violation of Leviticus 3:17! 

 Example:  This  same  attitude  is  displayed  in  Mark  7  where  the  Pharisees  replace  their 
 responsibility  to  honor  parents  with  an  invented  excuse.  This,  in  their  mind,  made  them 
 exempt from following God’s principles. 

 He  is  offended  when  you  disregard  His  word.  And,  let’s  face  it;  often  it  is 
 highhanded…just  like  it  was  here.  You  know  it;  you  remember  it  but  choose  to  disregard 
 it! 

 B.  God  is  offended  when  men  in  leadership  misuse  or  abuse 
 their position, influence and authority. 2:16, 17a, 24a 

 No  one  but  God  Himself  has  inherent  authority.  The  authority  here  is  delegated  by 
 God…Who  holds  all  authority!  Therefore,  it  is  a  stewardship,  not  an  inherent  right  of 
 ownership, to be managed as He says and for His purposes. 

 Authority  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  people…it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of 
 exalting  self…it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  demanding  by  force…it  is  for  acknowledging 
 God  as  the  ultimate  Authority,  managing  as  a  wise  steward  and  honoring  him  by  how 
 you execute the authority delegated to you. You are managing what belongs to Him. 

 These  men  not  only  violated  God’s  commands  outright,  but  reacted  with  force  when 
 some of God’s people suggested a godly standard v.16. 

 In his commentary on 1 Samuel, W.G. Blaikie says on page 39, 40 

 …  they  (Hophni  and  Phinehas)  are  marked  by  the  two  prevailing  vices  of  the  lowest 
 natures…greed  and  lechery  (sexual  indulgence).  Their  greed  preys  upon  the  worthy 
 men  who  brought  their  offerings  to  God’s  sanctuary  in  obedience  to  His  law;  their 
 lechery  seduces  the  very  women  who,  employed  in  the  service  of  the  place  (see 
 Revised  Version),  might  have  reasonably  thought  of  it  as  the  gate  to  heaven  rather  than 

 12 



 the  avenue  of  hell.  So  shameless  were  they  in  both  kinds  of  vice  that  they  were  at  so 
 pains  to  conceal  either  the  one  or  the  other.  It  mattered  nothing  what  regulations  God 
 had  made  as  to  the  parts  of  the  offering  the  priest  was  to  have;  down  went  the  fork  into 
 the sacrificial caldron, and whatever it drew up became theirs. 

 The  very  heart  and  soul  is  torn  out  of  religion  when  men  are  led  to  believe  that  their  duty 
 consists  in  merely  believing  certain  dogmas,  attending  to  certain  outward  observances, 
 paying  dues  and  “performing”  worship.  What  kind  of  conception  of  God  can  men  have 
 who  are  encouraged  to  believe  that  justice,  mercy,  and  truth  have  nothing  to  do  with  His 
 service? 

 How  can  such  religion  give  men  a  real  veneration  for  God  or  inspire  them  with  that  spirit 
 of  obedience,  trust  and  delight  of  which  He  ought  ever  to  be  the  object?  Under  such 
 religion all belief in God’s existence tends to vanish! 

 The  people  knew  the  law.  Some  of  them  were  bold  enough  to  suggest  following  the  law 
 to these two rebels but were met with threats and physical force if they didn’t comply. 

 One  of  the  worst  results  was  the  wearing  down  and  victimization,  as  it  were,  of  the 
 people who wanted to do right v. 24b…  you make the  Lord’s people to transgress. 

 They  used  and  abused  their  position  of  influence  and  authority  for  selfish  ends.  They 
 had  the  ability  to  put  others  in  a  position  that  caused  them  to  “disobey”  God.  Their 
 authority  and  power  was  used  for  corrupt  ends.  These  men  were  ruthless,  insensitive, 
 heartless and self-absorbed in their pursuit of personal indulgences. 

 These  men  were  not  only  defiling  the  office  of  priest,  disregarding  God’s  Word, 
 dishonoring  the  women  who  served,  disdaining  God’s  method  of  worship,  disgracing 
 themselves  as  leaders  but  were  influencing  and  directing  the  people  away  from  God 
 too!! 

 The word of God has much to say about bad leadership. 

 Example:  Saul,  Israel’s  first  king  was  willing  to  murder  his  own  son  because  of  a  simple 
 misunderstanding. 

 Example:  Saul  also  pursued  David  to  kill  him  because  of  jealousy—the  sinful  kind.  He 
 perceived David as a rival and sought to eliminate the competition. 

 Example:  Rehoboam  determined  to  oppress  his  people  with  his  authority  (See  1  Kings 
 12). 

 Proverbs 28:16  the leader that lacks understanding  in a great oppressor. 

 In  other  words,  a  foolish  leader  uses  his  power  for  selfish  purposes,  rather  than  to  serve 
 his people with integrity. 

 Are  you  in  a  position  of  authority?  How  do  you  use  it?  For  what  purposes?  To  what 
 ends? For whose advancement or recognition? 

 Are  people  blessed  to  have  you  in  authority  over  them?  Or  are  they  oppressed,  beat 
 down and taken advantage of—spouse, children, employees, students, citizens, etc.? 
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 C.  God  holds  parents  accountable  for  their  parenting 
 responsibilities. 

 Eli was without excuse as a parent and so are you. 

 Being  a  parent  and  a  public  leader  is  often  difficult  to  balance,  but  not  impossible.  God 
 does not put you in a place or position where there is no biblical step to take! 

 He  was  also  without  excuse  as  a  priest  with  the  right  and  authority  to  act,  but  he 
 refused. 

 Why  did  he  not  remove  his  sons?  He  had  the  authority  to  do  so.  Why  did  he  merely 
 voice concerns about wickedness rather than take action for God to get rid of it? 

 W.G. Blaikie says on page 41 of his commentary: 

 …  and  how  did  the  high  priest  deal  with  this  state  of  things?  In  the  worst  possible  way! 
 He  spoke  against  it  but  did  not  act  against  it.  He  showed  that  he  knew  of  it,  he  owned  it 
 to  be  very  wicked;  but  he  contented  himself  with  words  of  remonstrance,  which  in  the 
 case  of  such  hardened  transgression  were  of  no  more  avail  than  a  child’s  breath  against 
 a brazen wall. 

 Eli  had  Abraham  as  a  model—Genesis  18:19…  I  know  he  will  command  his  children 
 and  his  household  after  him,  and  they  shall  keep  the  way  of  the  LORD,  to  do  justice  and 
 judgment; 

 Eli  had  Joshua  as  a  model—Joshua  24:15…  as  for  me  and  my  house  we  will  serve  the 
 LORD. 

 Eli had clear instructions from  God Himself  —Deuteronomy  6:4-9 

 Eli  had  examples  of  parents  who  failed  to  train  their  children  and  the  resulting 
 consequences  of  that  parental  failure—Judges  2:10…  and  there  arose  another 
 generation  after  them  which  knew  not  God  nor  yet  the  works  which  He  had  done  for 
 Israel. 

 Eli  had  the  account  of  Aaron’s  sons  who  died  because  of  their  blatant  disregard  for 
 God’s  ways—Numbers  3:1-4…  and  Nadab  and  Abihu  died  before  the  LORD,  when  they 
 offered strange fire before the LORD, 

 Again, Blaikie says on page 44-45: 

 There  was  a  fatal  defect  in  the  method  of  Eli.  His  remonstrance  with  his  sons  is  not 
 made  at  the  proper  time.  It  is  not  made  in  the  fitting  tone.  When  disregarded,  it  is  not 
 followed  up  by  the  proper  consequences.  We  can  easily  think  of  Eli  letting  the  boys 
 have  their  own  will  and  their  own  way  when  they  were  young;  threatening  them  for 
 disobedience,  but  not  executing  the  threat;  angry  at  them  when  they  did  wrong  but  not 
 punishing  the  offense;  vacillating  perhaps  between  occasional  severity  and  habitual 
 indulgence,  till  by  and  by  all  fear  of  sinning  had  left  them,  and  they  coolly  calculated  that 
 the grossest wickedness would meet with nothing worse than a  mere reproof. 

 How do you know he did not discipline? V. 29 
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 ●  Kick  is the idea of treating with contempt that which God has commanded. 

 ●  He  feared  offending  his  sons  more  than  he  feared  offending  God…  You  honor  your 
 sons above me. 

 ●  God establishes Himself as the no. 1 priority for everyone and Eli chose another. 

 ●  It  was  a  bit  difficult  to  talk  about  wickedness  and  self-indulgence  (v.  29…  you  make 
 yourselves  fat  )  when  your  own  life  (4:18…  he  was  a  heavy  man  )  screamed  indulgence. 
 v.  29;  4:18—When  it  is  obvious  you  are  undisciplined  in  certain  areas,  one  may  need 
 to  ask  what  else  has  been  unattended.  What  else  has  been  neglected?  What  else  has 
 been disregarded? What else has been excused? 

 Are  you  offering  excuses  for  neglect?  Are  you  honoring  anyone  other  than  God  in  a  way 
 that  makes  you  disobedient  to  God?  Are  you  choosing  someone  or  something  over 
 God? 

 D.  God honors those who honor Him. 2:30b 
 This is seen in the text regarding Hannah—v. 18-21, 26 

 How  God  chooses  to  honor  you  may  not  be  this  way…i.e.  giving  you  something  you 
 specifically  asked  for  in  prayer.  But  the  fact  of  the  matter  is  He  will  honor  your  humble 
 life of devotion to Him and His word. 

 E.  God deals with sin. 2:25, 31-36; 4:11 
 The point is clear. 

 Now, the way He deals with it may not meet our criteria for how sin should be dealt with. 

 The  way  He  deals  with  it  may  never  even  be  known  to  you.  He  is  not  obligated  to  tell 
 you. 

 But again, the point is clearly demonstrated in the text. 

 The  New  Testament  teaches  the  same  thing…1  Corinthians  11:31—if  you  do  not  deal 
 with sin as you should there will be consequences. 

 God does not ignore and overlook blatant, highhanded impudent disregard of His word. 

 He that covers his sin…shall not prosper.  Proverbs  28:13 

 F.  God condemns greed and self-indulgence. 2:13, 14, 22 
 Part of the judgment is the self-destruction inherent in the vice. 

 The sons were  greedy  and  indulgent  with the meat.  v. 13, 14 

 Eli was  greedy  and  indulgent  with the meat. v.29;  4:18 

 The sons were  dishonorably and shamelessly indulgent  with the women. v.22 

 ●  this  greed  and  flesh-indulgence  is  compounded  by  the  fact  that  at  least  one  of  the 
 sons was married. 
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 ●  now  the  time  table  is  a  bit  uncertain  as  to  how  old  they  were  in  chapter  2.  But  in 
 chapter  4  when  the  sons  die,  so  does  a  wife  giving  premature  childbirth  because  of 
 the news of her father-in-law and husband’s death. 

 Sin  often  creates  a  domino  effect.  You  can  choose  your  sin  but  you  cannot  choose  your 
 consequences. You do not sin in a vacuum. Others are often affected. 

 Are  you  indulgent?  In  what?  How  will  you  deal  with  it  today;  food,  pleasure,  me  time, 
 finances, wardrobe, hobbies, etc.? 

 G.  God rebukes leaders too. 2:27ff 
 Leaders  are  not  above  personal  accountability.  Leaders  are  not  the  exception  to  the  rule 
 for all. 

 God  does  not  hide  the  sins  of  His  leaders  here,  nor  does  He  conceal  the  fact  that  their 
 sin is rebuked and judged. 

 Have  you  developed  the  attitude  of  exception  ?  Because  of  who  you  are  or  the  position 
 you  hold?  Do  you  assume  you  are  not  bound  by  the  same  biblical  standard  as  all  the 
 rest? Do you expect special treatment – did Jesus? 

 As  a  husband…as  a  parent…as  an  employer…do  you  hold  yourself  above  the  rule  for 
 all? 

 The  first  three  questions  yield  much  about  God…what  He  is  doing…what  He  is 
 like…and what He is teaching. 

 Now,  because  of  discovering  these  important  truths…you  must  ask  this  last 
 question…what does God expect of me? 

 For  pastors:  As  you  have  seen,  an  expositional  message  from  the  O.T.  narratives  is 
 not  developed  as  an  epistle  with  points  of  argumentative  development  from  beginning  to 
 end.  It  is  grasping  the  sometimes-long  flow  of  the  passage,  the  principles,  examples, 
 actions  and  character  (attributes)  of  God  and  then  stating  these  as  a  clear,  binding  truth 
 for transformational change. 

 I  had  mentioned  in  the  last  message  about  dividing  these  four  Questions  into  four 
 separate  messages.  The  last  point;  What  is  God  requiring  of  Me,  is  made  up  of  nine  sub 
 points  which  could  easily  be  developed  into  a  single  separate  message.  It  would  need 
 work  regarding  the  introduction  and  conclusion.  But,  depending  on  your  congregation 
 and  your  assessment  of  them,  you  decide  what  will  be  best.  Don’t  preach  more  than 
 they can profitable handle – preach on purpose and with purpose. 

 IV.  What is God requiring of me? 
 These points will be concise and direct. 

 A.  View God’s instructions seriously. 
 Don’t look for substitutes or other options. 

 Don’t disdain or be flippant about truth. 
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 Don’t redefine God’s word to suit or justify personal desires. 

 B.  Obey God’s instructions immediately. 
 It’s not just a respectful attitude God wants but immediate, enthusiastic responsiveness. 

 Hesitation gives time for reconsideration…second thinking. 

 An obedient response needs to be our initial action. 

 If you love me…KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS…John 14:15 

 C.  Be  humbled  and  thankful  for  God’s  gracious  and  sovereign 
 choice. 2:27, 28 

 You were the object of God’s choice too. 

 God  is  sovereignly  working  in  your  life  to  bring  you  to  His  predestinated  goal  of 
 Christ-likeness. 

 Does this not drive you to your knees in humble submission and devoted service? 

 Do you express gratitude to God for His sovereign choice? 

 D.  Be a biblical parent. 
 Don’t neglect your children…feel the force of Ephesians 6:4 

 Take parenting seriously…it can’t be conveniently scheduled. 

 Be the adult authority God has designed you to be. 

 Get  involved  right  from  the  start—not  just  with  providing  food,  clothes,  shelter,  etc.  Many 
 social  programs  can  do  that.  Function  as  God’s  agent  for  change  in  the  life  of  your  child. 
 Model and teach holiness, worship, and humble service. 

 Do a personal study on biblical parenting…then practice what you learn. 

 Intervene early. 

 Intervene early with confidence in your role. 

 Intervene early by example (Proverbs 23:26). 

 Intervene early by actions not just words. 

 Besides your spouse, your children are your greatest ministry. 

 E.  Guard  your  heart  and  discipline  your  life  against  greed, 
 fleshly lust and indulgences. 

 How do you do this—do you do this? 

 Do you let your mind idle? 
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 Do  you  eat  to  live  or  live  to  eat?  Is  food  your  indulgence?  Is  it  your  comfort  when  the 
 day,  work,  relationships,  etc.  are  not  going  the  way  you  want?  Is  it  your  hiding  place?  Is 
 it the one thing you can personally enjoy and no one can deprive you of it? 

 Is  it  not  interesting  that  the  very  first  temptation  which  led  to  the  fall  of  man  involved 
 food? 

 Esau sold his birthright for food. 

 F.  Keep short accounts of sin. 
 Don’t let sin linger. 

 Love in light of personal accountability. 

 Don’t attempt to live as an exception to God’s law. 

 G.  Listen and respond to biblical reproofs. 2:25 
 Proverbs  6:23  For  the  commandment  is  a  lamp;  and  the  law  is  light;  and  reproofs  of 
 instruction are the way of life: 

 Do you have an attitude of a learner? Do you welcome reproofs that can help you grow? 

 H.  Keep your relationship priorities biblical. 2:29b 
 If God is not your number one relationship, then none of the others will be right. 

 Many a wife has made her husband a god in the face of a threat to leave. 

 Many a parent has made their children gods in the face of manipulation. 

 -  if you loved me you’d… 
 -  if you don’t let me do this I will… 

 All of a sudden pleasing a child becomes more important than pleasing God. 

 I.  Use  your  influence,  position  and  authority.  Use  it  for 
 godliness. 2:24b 

 Don’t  abuse  your  authority  and  power…as  a  parent,  husband,  employer,  pastor, 
 deacon, teacher, etc. 

 Rather  than  be  abusive,  use  this  position  of  authority  God  has  put  you  in  to  influence  for 
 Him.  Show  strength  through  lovingly  doing  right.  Show  concern  by  personal  sacrifice. 
 Show  kindness  by  giving  up  self.  Show  true  leadership  by  leading  rather  than  driving. 
 Show  true  leadership  by  leading  in  the  right  direction…by  having  biblical  goals  to  lead 
 toward. 

 Conclusion 
 Wow…is this not much to consider? Where will you begin? 
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 I  hope  this  method  of  approaching  the  Old  Testament  narratives  has  been  helpful  and 
 the  truths  learned  by  this  method  are  challenging,  convicting,  encouraging  and  full  of 
 hope. 

 Look  for  God  in  the  narratives  of  Old  Testament  literature.  See  what  He  is  doing  and 
 revealing  about  Himself;  what  He  is  teaching  you  throughout  the  texts  and  finally,  what 
 He is requiring of you, as His child, from the truths discovered in the text. 

 When  you  discover  new  truth,  be  quick  to  respond  in  humble  obedience...seeking  to 
 please Him as your primary motive. 
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